HOME TECHNOLOGY

Technology's big fest

Rental home's technology system proves that complicated can

be made simple, even for new users who arrive every week
By Rob Heselbarth, editor

Most families would enjoy
an escape to a luxurious,
secluded home overlooking
the ocean, accessible only
by boat, plane or helicop-
ter. For the right price, any
family can share this expe-
rience by renting one of
several custom homes at the
Sonora Resort on Sonora
Island off the west coast of

Canada.
onore  Resorts newes!  cusiom PROJECT SPECS
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5 HOME

peninsula, The owner's goal was to build TECHNOLOGY
Hame cantiol

e ] I )
12 home without dislurbing the land e Vomkae:

A secondary goal for this project was e
- ! l._]i':l.r.LJ contiel
Io provide those who live within the home g orioige

L caniee

wilh bath the beauty of the resorl’s natural

ALY distibu

environment bul also the combort and con-
veniences of the best in home technology:
The technology's big lest is how easily
each new qroup of quests can use il

New users every week

The mandate from the owner wes
simple; Pul plenty of great technology in
the house, and make it easy to use, Easier
aid than done, unless the technolog,
nsloller, architect and builder worked

together from day one o determing where
e

eleclronics would be ploced and how
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The theater room
occupies a loff space

on the second floor,
Careful planning hides
the electronics needed
to power ond conirol the
thaater, while even more
careful programming
creates an inluilive,
user-friendly Vanloge
touchsereen remole that
anyane can pick up and
use on the first Iry.

The Sea lion house

is the newes! rental
house al the Sonora
Resort on Sonora
Island, British
Columbia. The only
way in or oul of

the property is by

air or sea. In an
effort lo protect the
environmenl!, frucks
ware banned from

the immediate jobsile,
50, o crane was vsed
to hoist material onto
the site.,

Vontage touchscreen parels in common
areas where a high level of control might be
needed, such as the kitchen and great room.
In the theater room in the secondfloor Ioh, a

Vantoge hondheld touchscreen remote contral
unil, also referred 1o as a fablet, contrals the
multiple systems in the space. The sumound
sound effects weren't easy to creale in a loft,

“We were able to put rear surround speckers
on some decorafive posts the builder added
especially fer us,” Reclor says

Each of the four guest suiles features o
Vontage lighting cantrol system, audio/video
systems, o lheater system, dishibuted audio,
compuler network and o diginl phone,/
paging system. Eoch suite can top inlo the
whole-house audio system, or con break off
for the ability to play specific music only in
the suite thanks lo iPod docks. However,
while keeping their iPod plugged into their
room’s docking station, guests playing pocl
in the game reom can lop into their iPod and
coniral it from the other side of the house

“We use the Vonloge products almost
exclusively becouse they are robust, with
eosyloprogram software and are customiz-
able o fit with almost any interior décer
[Their] Design Cenler software is easy to
move through and intuifive. Vanlage has
taken the fime o build in some complex
programming that used to take us time on
site to do. But with Design Center it is a
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onestep driogonddrop. Vanlage is good
in this house because it allows the clients 1o
have the ease of use they desire, very litle
wall clutter, and i allows us 1o troubleshaot
any problems that may occur from remole
locations via IP." Reclor says

An elecrrical room dedicated te hous
ing Ie-::hnoln_c_p,r equipment provides central
occess 1o the brains of the house, including
the: Vantage software that tizs all the syslems
ond products together. *| was working on a
consulting basis with the builder and archi

It




A lighting designer’s skills creale interesting yel functional lighting scenes
in this hallway and throughout the house.

tect o make sure our equipment  designer o determine how many
had enough room,” Rector says different lighting loads there'd
"We worked with the lighting  be and how mary panels and
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space it would require,”

A cenirol localion was chosen for the
elecirical room fo minimize the amount of
wiring ‘.hr{_‘.ugh the walls, says Tim EuiDsI!Gm,
president, Construction  Consullants  in
Campbell River, British Columbia, “We had
never dealt with this amount of wires belore.
Pulling wire was definilely an issue for o
few reasons: the home's timber ame nalure
means the exterior walls are not needed for
suppor, As a resull, much of the exerior
walls are mode of glass leaving no room
b run wires. Therefore, o lot of the inferior
walls are aclually structural, s tricky to run
wires in a siuctural wall, and you definitehy
don'l want to hil wires in those walls when
you're nailing, so yes, the wiring was o big
concern. It toak a lat of lime, effort and coor
dination 1o do it right,” he explains.

Success through teamwork

Concerns oboul space for all the tech
nology in the house were addressed suc
cesslully thanks to coreful planning by the
design/build team. Technology requirements
didn't affect the original design of the house
since everyone knew about them from day
one, says Tony Kloepler, architect, Scientific
Architeciure, Vancouwver, British Columbia.

From on architect's perspective, the tech
nology is unobirusive and inuitive. "Because
there would be so many different users com
ing and going, the intent was 1o offer few
choices but fo make them clear, The tlechnol
ogy provides the cpportunity 1o make 27
scenes, bul we gove them only three really
good options,” he odds.

From an electronic inlegrator’s perspec-
tive, Rectar kept himself aware of Kloepfer’s
architectural intenfions. “If they're designing
the house to hove a cerlgin flow, then we
try to follow along with it. For example, it
they expect pecple 1o come in the house
and go directly to o closet on the e, we
wouldnt put @ panel on the right. Or, if
there’s an 18, fireplace on one side of o
room, and we pul a big touchscreen on lhe
opposite wall, thal would take oway from
the effect [the architect] wanted with the
fireploce,” Recior notes

Good design is the first step toward creat-
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An entire wall in the electrical equipment room is needed to house all the panels required for the
multitude of home rachndngj:sysiﬂms infegmred in this home. The electrical contractor stumbled

upon ihis dead space and ¢

ing an intuitive, userfriendly home technal
ogy system, but the reol lest is how people
who have never used il can work themsehes
thiough the system. Rector asked resort staff
lo test the technology and inform him how
they would make it more inluitive; he also
osked some older couples 1o do the same.
Finally, the owner siayed in the house for
o few weekends and provided useful feed:
bock to Reclor. The end resull is o home
pocked with technology that is designed
simply enough for anyone 1o contral on the
first try.

Protecting nature

Concemn for protecling the home’s sur
roundings was so high the owner bonned
oll machinery and vehicles from entering the
immediale johsite, All materials were hoisled
in using o crane. Therefore, the side of the
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imed it for the elecirical equipment.

house tarthest from the crane was built first,
followed by the side closest lo the crane

“We hod one-hall of the house drywalled
before beginning the siructure of the second
hall,” Sjostrom soys. “There were environ-
menial and scheduling recsons lor using
the crane, If we were wailing to get the
whole building done belore beginning the
drywall phase, we never would have met
the schedule.”

Sjostrom points 1o the home’s fimber frame
structure as ancther reason the home wos
not built in rodiional crder. "For example,
the windows were ordered first. Becouse
our roof panels were behind schedule, we
had our windows on-site first so we put those
in before the root wos on. But becouse this
building has three or four overhongs, in
hindsight it was the better way o do the
process,” he adds



Vantage louchscreen contrals are placed throughout
the house in areos needing the most conlral. Simple

and intuitive fotal home coniral is
progromming designed

for

The home proudly boasts what the designer
calls o West Coast style, with plenty of local
Douglas fir, large roof overhangs, and many
windows lor enjoying the glorious view,

ssible thanks to
firstfime users,

Kloepler

says. Inside, the home is
divided info public ond privale areas, he
says. "All rooms are interconnected. Bul
there’s separation of the privale bedroom
suite areas, Wea hove four master suites, All

tour ore equal with a king bed, private sit
ting areo, large bathroom, private deck and
haot b, a bar area, entertainment area and
big-screen TV, Each suite is designed with o
different view. They're alse very private. You
could stay here with all the windows open
in fotal privacy,” Kloepler adds.

A 10,000 sq. fi., the house is grond
in scale. The owner wanted the interior fo
reflect the grandeur of the nature culside
The greal room is the prime example of
how Kloepler coplured the encimity of the
surrcunding enviranment yet created infimate
gothering areas within the room's spoce
“The design of thal room was supposed o
be a grand stolement of luxury. The overoll
intent wilh the house wos to provide, through
timber frome ond lots of glass, o sense of
sheller and shuclure with o strong inside,

oulside connection,” Kloepler says. B
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